
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brother  Knights  of  Essex 
 
It  is  now  just  two  ‘’short’’  weeks  since  we  all  heard  the  announcement  that  all  Freemasonry  
was  to  be  suspended  for  a  period  of  the  next  four  months.  Subsequent  announcements  by  
our  National  Government  have  further  forcibly  impressed  upon  our  minds  the  seriousness  
of  what  has  now  become  a  pernicious  pandemic  that  has  imploded  upon  our  daily  existence  
and  actual  personal  survival. 
 
After  such  a  fortnight  of  receiving  a  plethora  of  advice,  suggestions,  pronouncements,  
dictats,  rumours,  suggestions,  etc.,  it  is  perhaps  now  a time  to  reflect.   Therefore,  as  your  
Provincial  Prior  I  feel  now  is  perhaps  an  opportune  time  to  address  you  all. 
 
From  our  first  steps  in  Freemasonry  we  were  made  aware  of  our  inevitable  destiny  and  
mortality  and  had  instilled  in  us  all  the  sense  of  the  ‘hereafter’ ;  and  in  times  such  as  
these  we  are  experiencing  that  has been brought  home  to  us  in  a  most  dramatic  fashion  
with  often  drastic  consequences,  than  at  any  other  time  in  our  mortal  existence.   
 
In  times  such  as  these  my  wife  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  both  you  and  your  families  can  
take  comfort  in  our  fundamental  beliefs  as  members  of  one  of  the  Christian  Orders  in  
Freemasonry.   
 
Many  of  us  of  course  are  in  the  category  classified  as  being  ‘vulnerable’ – many  qualify  
not  only  by  being  of  a  certain  age  but  also  through  health  concerns.  Therefore,  it  is  vital  
that  we  all  stay  vigilant,  obey  the  advice  we  are  given  and  endeavor  not  to  take  risks  
when  going  about  the  necessities  of  our  daily  lives. 
 
On  behalf  of  the  Sub-Prior,  the  Provincial  Executive  and  myself ;  to  all  the  Knight  Templar  
Brethren  of  Essex  and  your  families  my  plea  to  you  all  is  to  ‘stay  safe,  keep  well  and  
be  careful’.   You  are  all  in  my  thoughts  and  prayers  as  we  all  face  this  adversity  in  our  
own  particular  way. 
 
You  have  received  from  our  Vice-Chancellor  the  decision  that  has  been  taken  in  respect  
of  the  cancellation  of  our  meeting  in  May  and  how  we  hope – if  circumstances  permit – 
that  it  will  now  take  place  in  October  (2020)  on  the  date  that  would  have  been  for  our  
Malta  Meeting.  Thus  I  am  hoping  that  in  May  2021  we  can  undertake  the  Malta  Meeting  
on  what  would  have  been  the  occasion  of  the  scheduled  Temple  Meeting. 
 

 

A Message From 
The Right Eminent Provincial Prior 

Anthony John Helliar 



As  you  know  2020  is  the  90th  Anniversary  of  the  formation  and  Consecration  of  the  KT  
Province  of  Essex.  The  planned  Anniversary  Dinner  (with  wives,  partners,  etc.)  had  been  
booked  to  take  place  on  Saturday  20  June  at  Mount  Avenue  Banqueting  Suite,  Hutton.   It  
has  now  been  re-arranged – circumstances  permitting – to  take  place  on  Saturday  7  November  
at  the  same  venue.  
 
The  ‘medieval  themed’  Banquet  (Knights  only)  scheduled  for  Wednesday  30  September  
(the  actual  date  in  1930  of  the  Consecration)  at  The  Square,  Upminster  will – hopefully – 
not  be  affected  and  arrangements  for  another  ‘special’  evening  are  well  advanced.   So  you  
see  your  Executive  and  members  of  the  Entertainment  Committee  have  been  diligently  
working  over  the  last  few  weeks  to  amend  and  update  the  various  arrangements  that  had  
already  been  in  hand  for  several  months  previously.   My  sincere  thanks  go  to  Paul  Swinge,  
Phil  Poston,  Tony  Masella  and  of  course  Roger  Smith  who  are  doing  so  much  to  make  
this  Anniversary  Year  for  the  Province  a  memorable  one.  
 
Let  us  all  hope  and  pray  that  ‘normal  service’  will  be  resumed  in  the  foreseeable future  
and  we  can  all  say  to  our  wives  that  well  known  phrase  ‘Darling  is  it  possible  you  could  
iron  me  one  of  my  white  shirts  as  I  am  going  to  a  meeting  this  afternoon’. 
 
With  kindest  regards  and  may  God  bless  you  all ;  I  remain  most  sincerely  and  fraternally  
and  Yours  in  the  Bonds  of  the  Order, 
 
John  Helliar, 
Provincial  Prior  of  Essex.               


